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WELFARE/WHEREABOUTS, OESTAN BERISha* INTEREST CONGRESSMAN 
CONTE. 

I. BERISHa STILL HELO UNDER INVESTIGATION,, CONSUL VON DEN 
STEINEN, Who VISITED PRI2REN OCTOBER 10# INFORMED BY JUDGE IN 
charge Investigation that berisha faces probable indictment 

UNOER ARTICLE III/ CRIMINAL CODE- -TRANSPORT I NG AND ORGANIZING 
UNAUTHORIZED armed groups, berisha under formal investigation 
"because of grounded suspicion that from the fall of 1950 

HE USED to COME/ TO CARRY OUT' THE TaSkS OF THE AMERICAN 
INTELLIGENCE SERVICE in an ARMED groups •••ONTO 'THE TERRITORY 
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OF YUGOSLAVIA ON WHICH OCCASION HE 1 STAGED A FaIRLY LONG T t ME- 
ILLEGALLY and arhed WITH the objective of gathering data and 
CREATING A BASE FOR THE EXECUTION OF HOSTILE ACTS" -THE RAISIN6 
OF INSURRECTIONS* WhICH WOULD SERVE THE INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 
OF THE U.S.A." MINIMUM PENALTY UNOER ARTICLE III THREE YEaR& 
IMPRISONMENT, MAXIMUM OEATH. AS CAPITAL OFFENSE NEITHER 
1964 AMNESTY NOR STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS APPLY. PRE-TRIAL 
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CONFINEMENT ALSO MANDATORYo investigating JUDGE anticipates 
tndictment hearing ABOUT ten days and FORMAL trial WITHIN 
eight weeks. 

s * WHEN CONSUL READ charge JUDGE'S PRESENCE# he EXPRESSED 
dismay AT LANGUAGE WHICH IMPLIED HOSTILE U.S. INTENTIONS 

.toward Yugoslavia during period of excellent bilateral 

RELATIONS. JUDGE IMMEDIATELY STATED WORDING DERIVED FROM 
STATEMENTS BY WITNESSES AND NOT NECESSARILY FINAL FORMULATION 
OF CHARGE • 

3. BERlSHA DUAL NATIONAL AND WILL BE CHARGED AS YUGOSLAV 
citizen, though initially accepting u.s. interest unreservedly# 
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Yugoslav authorities now disputing in theory consular, rights 
and have only furnished information when pressed* prizren 

JUDGE. SAID U*S. CONSUL COULD ATTEND -TRIAL AND ALSO 
GRUDGINGLY GRANTED ACCESS TO BERlSHA ON OCTOBER 10 AFTER SOME 
DISCUSSION, 

4* DURING WELL-MONITORED INTERVIEW, BERlSHA SEEMED IN REASONABLY 
GOOD SPIRITS. HE LOOKED WELL BUT COMPLAINED ABOUT DIaRRHEa : 

AND HAVING BLOOD IN BOWEL MOVEMENTS. THE PRISON DOCTOR HAS j 
SEEN HIM Twice and prescribed medicine* AUTHORITIES PROMISED. 

TO FORWARD DIAGNOSIS TO EMBASSY. LEGAL ASSISTANCE ALSO 
DISCUSSED* EMBASSY HaS HELPED ARRANGE ADDITIONAL SERVICES 00 
TOP*FLIGhT CRIMINAL LAWYER. THOUGH bER'I.SHA HAS SOME FUNDS, 

DEPOSIT <200 DEPARTMENT TO MEET POSSIBLE LEGAL EXPENSES 

advisable* 

5 . berisha asked that his wife be ‘informed how he is. embassy 

has NOT WRITTEN MRS. BERlSHA AND PREFERS SHE BE CONTACTED 
PERSONALLY BY DEPARTMENT, ANY WISH ON HER PART TO COME YUGOSLAVIA 
SHOULD BE DISCOURAGED. I F Y I » BERlSHA APPEARS TO HAVE ANOTHER 
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wife--at least common-law-. in village near PRIZREN.) 

6» YUGOSLAV PRESS AS YET QUIET. BERISHA IS ETHNIC SHtPTAR 
I ALBANIAN) (SZRSRYBLAPCBOOBESTIMATE DEGREE AND FDSLEWUJVH# 

potential publicity, juoge informed consul that trial would be 



7. IN ADDITION to EXTENSIVE CONTACTS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
AT PRIZReN AND PRISTINA. EMBASSY HAS PRESENTED TWO NOTES 

TO FOREIGN MINISTRY IN BERISHA *S BEHALE- EMBASSY DOES NOT 
BELIEVE THAT ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATIONS AT FOREIGN OFFICE 
WOULD BE EITHER HELPFUL OR PRODUCTIVE AT THIS JUNCTURE. 

8. EMBASSY REQUESTS SPECIFIC DATA BERISHA iS NATURALIZATION 
AND ANY VIEWS DEPARTMENT RE PROTECTING RIGHTS DUAL NATIONAL 
APPLYING This CASE. BERISHA ENTERED YUQOSLaVIA AUGUST 15# 

J 967 ON U«S. PASSPORT WITHOUT VISA (NOT REQUIRED DURING 
INTERNATIONAL TOUR I ST YEAR I . 
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